
二零零九年對全球的紅十字會是重要的一年。除了慶祝紅十字會與紅新月會國
際聯合會成立九十周年，以及《日內瓦公約》簽署六十周年，今年亦剛好是促
成國際紅十字與紅新月運動的「索爾弗里諾戰役」一百五十年紀念。

為此，各地的紅十字會與紅新月會於今年五月八日「世界紅十字日」，正式展
開為期三年的全球運動──以「共同的世界，你我的行動」此簡易及引人注目
的口號，推動更多不同的人士投入人道工作。香港紅十字會亦會參與其中。

國際紅十字與紅新月運動的創始人亨利．杜南一八五九年因商務關係路經意大
利北部一處名為索爾弗里諾的地方，剛巧遇上奧地利軍與法國聯軍交戰，因而
見證了索爾弗利諾戰役的經過。這場戰役歷時僅十五小時，交戰三方卻有近 
四萬人傷亡，缺乏醫療照顧。亨利．杜南主動組織了當地居民，不分國籍地 
救助那些傷兵。

放眼世界
       Red Cross World

0�

The year of 2009 is an important year for all Red Cross and Red Crescent 
Societies in the world. It marks the 90th anniversary of the founding of the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), 
and the 60th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions. It is also the 150th 
anniversary of the Battle of Solferino, which led ultimately to the formation of 
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

A three-year global campaign of Red Cross and Red Cresent will be formally 
launched on 8 May 2009, the World Red Cross Day. With a simple and 
meaningful slogan ‘Our World. Your Move’, the campaign is in itself a call 
to action that aims to encourage people from all walks of life to engage in 
humanitarian action. The Hong Kong Red Cross will also participate in the 
campaign.

The Red Cross Movement could be traced back to 1859 when Henry Dunant, 
a young Swiss man, came to the scene of a bloody battle in Solferino, northern 
Italy, where armies of the imperial Austria and the Franco-Sardinian alliance 
fought against each other. Some 40,000 men lay dead or dying on the 
battlefield and the wounded were deprived of medical attention after a 15-hour 
clash. Dunant organized local people to bind the soldiers’ wounds and feed 
and comfort the wounded of both sides.

香港紅十字會參與香港境外的賑災救援工作已經超過二十年，當中包括較大
規模、內地一九九一年的華東水災、九四及九五年的華中和華南水災、九六
年雲南麗江地震、九八年河北省張家口地震及華中、華南地區水災、九九年
台灣南投地震，至去年的雪災和四川汶川地震。

海外則包括九二年索馬里的飢荒、九三年及九五年印度地震、九四年盧旺達
的種族屠殺、九八年伊朗地震、孟加拉水災，至零五年的南亞海嘯等。

境外賑災救援 永不停步
Never a break in relief works abroad

從過去只為災區籌募善款，到近年派人參與和成立海外工作站，在在反映了
和香港成長的一致性，包括香港人經濟條件的改善，人員的裝備和訓練上都
已具備了「輸出」的條件，希望往後的日子能繼往開來，為世界其他受困苦
的人士解困。

Henry Dunant later wrote and 
published with his own resources an 
autobiography on what he saw during 
the brutal war and how he helped the 
soldiers. He called for the creation 
of national relief societies to assist 
those wounded in war, and laid the 
foundation to the enactment of the 
Geneva Conventions subsequently. 
The battle and the book eventually led 
to the formation of International Red 
Cross Movement.

The Red Cross was finally formed in 
1863 when five Geneva men, including 
Dunant, set up the International 
Committee for Relief to the Wounded, later to become the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Its emblem was a red cross on a white 
background: the inverse of the Swiss flag. In the following year, twelve 
governments adopted the first Geneva Convention, a milestone in the history 
of humanity that recognized the first time the neutrality of those wounded in the 
war and personnel or agencies offering care to the wounded.

「共同的世界，你我的行動」
紀念「索爾弗里諾戰役」一百五十周年
“Our World. Your Move.”
In commemoration of 150th anniversary of Battle of Solferino

「共同的世界，你我的行動」是活動的口號。
‘Our World. Your Move’ is the slogan of the 
campaign. 

亨利．杜南後來自費出版回憶錄，將他在戰地所見所聞的經歷記下來，提出在
各國設立全國性的志願傷兵救護組織，為日後的日內瓦公約奠定基礎。這場戰
役及亨利．杜南的著作引發了紅十字運動的誕生。

一八六三年，包括亨利．杜南在內的五位日內瓦人士，成立了「傷兵救護國際委
員會」，也就是紅十字國際委員會的前身。白底紅十字（即反轉的瑞士國旗）成為
此運動的標誌。翌年，十二個國家簽署了第一份日內瓦公約，確認參與救護傷
兵的機構人員以及傷兵都應被視為中立，成為人道理念發展的里程碑。

Hong Kong Red Cross has been participating in overseas disaster relief projects 
for over 20 years. Let us pick some examples of our mainland China projects: 
eastern China flooding in 1991, central and southern China flooding in 1994 
and 1995, Lijiang earthquake in Yunnan in 1996, Zhangjiakou earthquake in 
Hebei and flooding in central and southern China in 1998, the 1999 Nantou 
earthquake in Taiwan. More recent cases include the snowstorm and Wenchuan 
earthquake in Sichuan in 2008.

We also participate in overseas projects. These include famine in Somalia in 
1992, the Indian earthquake in 1993 and 1995, genocide in Rwanda in 1994, 

the Iranian earthquake and Bangladesh flooding in 1998, and the South Asia 
tsunami in 2005.

Our disaster relief mode changes from solely raising funds for affected zones, to 
sending staff to take part in the projects and setting up overseas workstations. 
Such development is in line with Hong Kong’s growth, that is, the improved 
financial conditions of the people of Hong Kong and the ready-for-help 
equipments and training for our staff. We will continue to offer our help to the 
needy in the world.
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