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“Our World. Your Move.”
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In commemoration of 150th anniversary of Battle of Solferino
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The year of 2009 is an important year for all Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies in the world. It marks the 90th anniversary of the founding of the
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC),
and the 60th anniversary of the Geneva Conventions. It is also the 150th
anniversary of the Battle of Solferino, which led ultimately to the formation of
the International Red Cross and Red Crescent Movement.

A three-year global campaign of Red Cross and Red Cresent will be formally
launched on 8 May 2009, the World Red Cross Day. With a simple and
meaningful slogan ‘Our World. Your Move’, the campaign is in itself a call
to action that aims to encourage people from all walks of life to engage in
humanitarian action. The Hong Kong Red Cross will also participate in the
campaign.

The Red Cross Movement could be traced back to 1859 when Henry Dunant,
a young Swiss man, came to the scene of a bloody battle in Solferino, northern
Italy, where armies of the imperial Austria and the Franco-Sardinian alliance
fought against each other. Some 40,000 men lay dead or dying on the
battlefield and the wounded were deprived of medical attention after a 15-hour
clash. Dunant organized local people to bind the soldiers’ wounds and feed
and comfort the wounded of both sides.
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*Our World. Your Move " is the slogan of the
campaign.

Henry Dunant later wrote and
published with his own resources an
autobiography on what he saw during
the brutal war and how he helped the
soldiers. He called for the creation
of national relief societies to assist
those wounded in war, and laid the
foundation to the enactment of the
Geneva Conventions subsequently.
The battle and the book eventually led
to the formation of International Red
Cross Movement.

The Red Cross was finally formed in
1863 when five Geneva men, including
Dunant, set up the International
Committee for Relief to the Wounded, later to become the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC). Its emblem was a red cross on a white
background: the inverse of the Swiss flag. In the following year, twelve
governments adopted the first Geneva Convention, a milestone in the history
of humanity that recognized the first time the neutrality of those wounded in the
war and personnel or agencies offering care to the wounded.




