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Veteran special education reformer

Dr Albert Li retires
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It was another glorious chapter for the Hong Kong Red Cross Princess
Alexandra School when its alumnus So Wa-wai made significant achievement
at the Paralympic Games last September. The awards came at a no better
timing to coincide with the retirement of Dr Albert Li Sze-bay, who stepped
down as the chairman of the Red Cross Schools Management Committee in
the same month.

Joining the Committee since 1977, Dr Li had chaired the body for 23 years.
It would surely take a long time and huge efforts to document his contribution
and passion for special education development.

Under Dr Li’s leadership, the three physically handicapped schools, hospital
schools and a hostel for mentally handicapped people have taken a leap-
frog development from providing basic education opportunities for physical
handicap and sickness students to offering diversified and holistic education
today. Over the years, the curriculum has been expanding from Primary
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Dr Albert Li, former chairman

of the Hong Kong Red

Cross Schools Management
Committee.
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Six to Secondary Five and ultimately to matriculation. Adequate education
services were also provided to 24-hour ventilator-assisted students. All these
achievements were the results of strenuous efforts by Dr Li.

“All special education strives for are opportunities offered to different people
to realize their various kinds of potentials,” he said. “The achievements we see
today are also made possible by the hard works of the students and teachers,
and driven by the expectations of themselves,” Dr Li said. To bid his farewell,
Dr Li encouraged the teachers and students to continue promoting the spirits
of Red Cross as well as trying to understand and then care for others through
social services.

Succeeding Dr Li is Mr. Allen Yam Kam-kwong, who is also a veteran lawyer.
Mr. Yam praised Dr Li as “the best talent” to lead the development in the field
of special education. Mr. Yam will be leading the Committee to transit to a
new management mode being formulated and continue to expand the special
education services such as increasing the number of dormitory places for the
students and unleashing employment potentials for the

graduates.

“We have to pave the way for better career prospects
for the students so that they can make contributions
to society with what they have learnt in schools,” he
said. However, Mr. Yam said there are also needs to
find more resources or donation in the future to meet
those new service plans especially amid the current
financial tsunami.
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Chairman of the Hong Kong Red Cross Schools Management
Committee Mr. Allen Yam accompanies Mr. Michael Suen,
Secretary for Education, to visit one of the schools run by HKRC.



